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INCULTURATION AND HERMENEUTICS 

INTRODUCTION 

~ 
Cul ture has become, in this last b±-1:: of the century, a 

privileged issue .Im the ~~ and small conflicts around the world 
----r- ----------'.~1 'M 0 •• /( i E4 

t~ ~~~~_·'I-CU-lt1..i~g;:.~r i£s in,roJ 'l.eci /~ore or less consc1ously ~ 
_---- - -- - -- ---______ _____ __ . _____________ .-- ----- -- /.....,~ "-'1 f4---; 

C ~~~amental-g.round-,----_---~-.---- .--. -.-.. ---.-... -.. --_____ _ ._. __ . . __ . __ . __ ._______ -------.--' 
Is Th-ere C0n-t±ny a Revolution from Cultures? 

evi...J:L.. 1\ 

Our question 1S rr the cultural groups can be acting as 

revolutionary agents .(In the 

"cultural revolution" .~n th~ 

. \ 
sevent1es,~ao Tse Tung promoted a 

case culture was an "object"khich was 
I 

T;tr.. I " 

supposed to be revolutionized,~nd the people were reeducated ~in 
{ 

the new culture. . ~~A~ 
-\ iC( ~ 

Can(~invert his positio6cirra- from aft object ~ ~,Y-
O 

become a subject~nd act as a revolutionary principle~force of 
./'-"'1 

transformation e=fo- the general panorama of the political and 

national ~i-n:::t:kte wor~ Can ~ cultural identity be elevated 
~-c.-( ~)j 

to . a new theoretical value ~ justify a new international set of 

rights~and a new political model? 

Th~S ~ is suggested by the recent improved sense of the 
tp,!!-~.J 

ethnici ty.,, ~na.':tJ'I-e-r&.;tm as cultural 

. ~ h' 1 numerous,~lmpos1~ t e1r ru es 

groups ef any tYPB-r-large as less 
~~J.j·~~4 
~~r yet enougH- programmed 

~~ established world~ system of states and nations. 

In facS the new fall of ~h~ ~ommunism in the USSR apparently 
~-~ 

was due to an upsurge and 'spa.Fk~ of the ~~political states ~~ 
~-

'!t.aa'l formerly l=> ~~ xistecY$ and were (ar:srt:raril~ntegrate9J iri(~ne 
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juridical and ideological unitYAthe socialist -= ~oviet __ ~_~i_~ 
. 1 -- -.. - -----.... . .. __ . _ __ ._ _ _____ . ___ ._ " --.-

-~Ut ~ prev ious --a$d historically recognized :nations ~as 

pOland, ~a~via ,l Lithuania, Estonia Czechoslovakia , Hungary etc. k 
) 

were ~ the 

&isrtH?~~ the long 

true political and-a~military forces which (~ 
~ 1/71 
l'astin9--:;;::arrcl police- controlled superpower. 
~ r"',..,--

Indeed they did not ..d::a¥- at rest after thei&. earned 
~T . L~ 

independence .jThe/trurn emerged when the new£ liberate d states (~~ 
d 

st3!£Led moving from inside ~ dividing themselves -:in;-smaller 
-. ' J 

cuI tural entities >a~~e~~:~-l-;~~-k-:La),J-tkoldavia / Armenia, / Ukraine ' /~nd 
~~ Ix, ~ t, c---! ~ -;I' I , I ( " I , _ 

others -i:n::=c:md :eut:==ti=l€ USSR/ ca:s Albar:lla 1Macedonla, ,Yugoslavla ~ 11. 
s k /~1;, J{ I 

This movement ~ reveal~ --wh~..?-- the true force which -ha-s-

h Z~ArW l4 , f ' , 1 h 1 ... ~..::l '~~l' 1 overt r<f\ .. 'V/':a:R artl lCla w 0 1.6- wa-~t=.Desplte~. serlOU~ . 

economic.c:rl, ltechnological and social problems, t;.;:E;e ethnic and 
\ -;~ 

cultural energies have ~ an absolute priority in the evident 
!l ,-C- \ 

race'io -~people>freedom'Fhese are the real constitutive bases 

for reconstructing the states in a new concept of peace. ,c')~ -u ,,~ 
~ ~;t::;::;;i-

=-=-~~-r6-- work aim¥ to affirm~ thE7mselves as d-iff9r9nt 
~ ~('<J 

and autonomous cultures· in the same lancPw~ other ethnic groups 
~ ;-- ~7;-

~.-! with and against them nrecovering their own identities . 
J 

~~--- ·Is this the first §hining model of technical revolution? 
~~~-=~~~~~==~~~~~~~==~~~~~~-

ift;1.t the case of Yugoslavia with ~'different regions and 
I~_-

groups ~involved in :~/irrational\ as ~ crud~;"military 
, .0, f ,hh' LA )' h ' / ----; confrontatlon (lnherltance 0 atavl~ ~ger lS t e most amazlng4~~~~ 

I f ..;;[' 'b'l ' 1: ~ 1 d h' ' examp e 0 ,Ollr==uay lncompatl l lty -am.-e-ng. cu tures an t elr 

L :;I 
respectiv e ethnic identities 'rt the same time; ilii--e is a good 

example of ~ political manipulation of the ethnic mov ement . 
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l:ttg::sney---. c'Oald -5r acceptable in a 
~t!..~ 

contemporary order of nations.--a-ftd- t..he- international -Felations of 
/:~ ,,'--'..; c ...... ~/ 

~- economic.erl-- and political world system? !~_ ~ how ca~lwe-

G--< transmit.{lto the pluralistic set of cultural groups G;m.e shared~ 
w-v'i JJ-.--_L-t -~ 1;;,..-=-. L--- ~ 

~ that let abl 9€ay tDget~r in a political context ~ 
~~c>;..,.~~ 

<benefi Ls -e-f. peace7"and of friendly relations..,e.... kgeping r-t:helr own 

special cultural expressions and freedom alive? 

This is the challeng~ of the growing consciousness of the 

cultural identity and ethnic uniqueness/ to the f~t-Of promoting 
'Yt? pJ V) l ~ ~ ,..-.;--..-~ :/~---i-{, h ~ 

~ mutual understanding ~ .-and the" con&~_~gE-eemen-t----oT' a 

mul tiplicity=e+ groups to be linked by common concerns, values.t!and 

some social and economic~structures. 
~ ,L.r 
~ is ,...the principal aim of the present book ~ !'7=@ ~;r€ not 
A ~~1~ ~-C 

only speeulJLifig-abc~t the necesgit~ creat~ bridges between 

~ the different groups at the complex and difficult lev els t?-(Lu·C '-<...( 

~pah~_/ ~ 
(""""""where '-the eemroon 1 if e ~ (rnern in;- needed and ' .Gef!'\}3tt:l:siV€' 

~, 2. f /-<...--.--,.,-;> 7;' rr ~ 
contacts~without whcm: they could not surv ive. -We--hop-e--we---6a-tr--- -

~ --l1t ~ C~ ,-~ ,~ t--. . ....L,A ~ t-< (~ 
.go-in~ on.. to discov er the trends to build themL-. -. o~ 

If .:w(he ethnic 
c-~ 

we c-euld II~ stop 

movement--l~ historicafIban ethnic revolution, 
(--....r ~ 

it, .we have to accept .if: and understand it; and 
~ . 

make it a bit more human in its -ba€l consequences .ro doubt, tr:-,aa-Cthe 

ethnic and cultural movement is the most (Duman ~uthentiGll~ 
~ fK 0, -.:.;; 

concrete we can find in !::he human history uch more human and 

complete ~than ~ other sociological or philosophical frame~~~ 
. . ..?-(.J!.-yJ In . ~ 1) 

ldeologlcal model put to wo-~ organlz~ -t..-he human kind: from the 
cf_ . ----.f (1, 

theocratic ·mode-l to ~mperial OF democratic . < ono..--
h 
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As for all the l(uman11imi tedjcreations, the absolutization of 

a unique point of viewpcauses severe injuries to the neighbors who, ) 
~ ( , / 

from mUltiple perspectives) assert their own right to tAre life .(It 
~~ , ~ <-<-LJ ~ . ~ ~ 

. 11 b . . ~. , . h .. . h h Wl e a requl&1ee to eonCl±l~e t eos1tlOfr Wlt t e 
~ A 

convergence (of G01Jra.e-at different levels<t- -tk exclusivity with 
) d ~ ~~ 

<the communication, ~ autonomy with ~ sharing Qf essential 

qualities of the whole. 

It would not be a general and speculative problem if the 

situation we described was bound to some special circumstances or ~ 
,L~/ <.~:~9- 4""1~ . 

~ area-of the earrn.A rapid survey mak~ that Latln Amerlca 
~';) / w~ 

presents @R-gLea~ proportion- the same problem as the Occid9ntal 
aI""" C: v , ~ ~ 0""':< ~ C~ ,~ , 

and East/ Europe I and Africa :L..tche Near Ei&s~f Asia ~OO so many 
~~' ~"'f 

~Consequently we -have to put the question in ~ general 
().. 

form~with ~ view to ~ humanity itself.,~ speak about: the 
rv? 

problem of "incul turation" ~ a general problem of ~ human 

• J~_ • . ""~~ soclety. ~ I 

~
- __ ~.-7 ~I-

-Ml~~cad-3:y ~S:a-nr;--w:gro -==t=e---=tfi::Fe :r-tQC 9 S s iry , 
,- ~ 

"GOO-we haViS to develop ~ content f;;;;.. this word) not only from 
L ~~( 

the semantic 
I 

impli~ in 

aspect,~ut from the broader access of the activity 

its living dynamics. 
~~ ~ 

For this we must have a dee~ eencerfl wi~ our contemporary 
,~ 

society in its movement int~ 

~---
<:::-Desp-~ ' a-M"~ new ~ impressive mass-media?and electronic ~ f 

communicatio~ that" apparently have spread an even net of 
li<~ ~ 

interests over '-all the population of this planet,.,..wh±-ch put all men 
~ 

in easy and immediate access to the news,?ood or bad / of the whole 1 
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human kind, we have the feeling that it haql1 not stressed the 
Ci-/J ~ ~ (04 ~ 

uni formi ty se-- much as -fta:d- -impro v ed- ,the consciousness of the 

differences and 

creativity of the 
~ 

the i7f""a±se--e-f= th€p personal and collective 

groups .re are not speaking ~ causesj ~ is 

enough to see ~ as symptoms. 
U""'- -te c.~ L-J ) 

-From the other s-ids we are aware that the most important 

, - Y- ~ h b' 'd '1 ' &1 ~ h ' economlC~ centers as t e 19 In ustrla natlonsrrort - amerlcan-
/1} , Q; dt 

block ( south- american- cone ,!European-Market lSouth-pacific-marke~ '~,f.f j 

are p 'rogressing toward a ~ worldwide balance .[rhese global 

organizations and great systems are so distant from the concerns of 
~ 
every.. political state and the ethnic personality of the people 

. t f-----I 
that it would not ~ surpris(7 contrary reaction on behalf of the 

differences. i. ~ { G~ 
~ ,; ...... ~ lr' r - - I d 

These distances are ~si::-range as Montreal to Miami'fancouver 

to Gaudalajara, New York to Mexico City,pCean City to Acapulco~to 
~ 

point Ofi±y some of the Northern- Block antithesis. 
-:=~~ 

In fact we asBist ~to a process of sharp opposition among the 

human groups of 

idiosyncrasies,~ 

traditions. 

different 
,_::a;;v-.\ 

cultures 

des-igR- of 
~I 

HY±:ng, 

who emphasize their own 

familiar patterns and 

It is notorious that in Guatemala City a community of north-

, 3 I'-- I k' h d ~ ~ ' __ 1 ' amerlcan ~op e ,{Wor lng t ere an udV1:I1§ 1)1:9 economl~ lnterests 
~ ! / 

an:{ separated 

unit~, frequently protected by security guards and barbed 

wire~, They have ~ exclusive clubs ,!stores, educational and 
j 

health facilities, ,\'newspapers ~.AR6. this situation htis not 
/ ~ 
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~.A J 

;t;RE! aim ,,-tt~e~a~ political dominatio~or 

J ~ -t"' c.. 

t i. -r~ "f 
87 affir~ome national 

superioritYit~--we--Ge~ ~ only a cultural and ethnic 

phenomenon~- ~tpo:se among themselves ~ defen~ their 

typical ana traditional ~merican pattern of life. ~ 
f"'-'> 

~~ example can bo @asily repeated ~e remember of the 

English community in Belice,cff· the american group in Honduras,rnd 
/ ' 

the american~one in Panama. 

~ reciprocal interrelation? does emerge and 
--:: &>J. . 

through ~ the nations ~immigrant groups in America and 

Europe.k ~ood :xample5~~~e community of Salvadorians in 

washington,(of Nicaraguans and at: Cubans in Miami ,(and so on. 
\)...~""' - -- -- --- -
~ this new phenomeno with the old problem of 

h · . d I h' ~ h b " t~ et nlc 1 ea s among t e mmlg£ant groups ~ t e eglnnlngc;or _ 
I~ ~ ~ J1Itr"-~ I 4' 

h-a~ of this century,we find -a-v-e-ry-rre~,tThe~ new groups _ .. 

scattered in immense and strange territories l in 

millions -~, are not ready to forget 
k 

roots.~ not only they oppose ~ systematic 

" positively fight to stay together and perpetuate 

mo~(4. and comm~e. 
<C. 6VP 

v.rv~ ('W"J~~"'---J-> 
cities (()f" many 

their national 

dispersion ,(they 
f.. 

their origina~ 

11le individuals a::r:a. mov~ from i=t- place to another, from one 

city to a~other~earch~ jobs, but ~ed{a-t~relate with a 
r-. 

community of their own group.They change place/but @cr not change 

communi ty ~Their invol vement with the economicat proble~1 ~~ 
" '\ ' b ~h I h ~ h h , '-<?;n". ,;t::r=- d ./ tralDlng, J 0 sf) ea t ~ t e ost natlon?op.en~ recognl.zelS an 

apprecia~~l support? and the opportunity G a better life.~ut 
h 'h c4 '\.-..~ h' I f at t e same tlme t ey not ~ open to lS new stye 0 

h 
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\, s ~ ~--<-. relations,\mood, food~ and general values.Really they do ~ any 

t" ~ 
change7 in their former identityV ~traditional culture in what we 

~ tz ~J t\ 
define w-ith,--a- ,wea:;g:z; their "design of living". 

This new phenomenon of ethnicity exploded after the seventies 
:V z:..-J ~~ 

(when many millions of people in t::h:e south -q:? Asia weI) .AJrbc::;j:±Bm ,-

v c--~-rL;" 
~ietnam, Laos,pampouchea2and .~ lob of them reached Los Angeles, 

~' ? / 
, ~ ~~ 

San Francisco, rnd other ci ties,)G:;Qr before, ,Whel'l tho~Chinese poopk 

~ Ii'. 4---; -h J 
~ to Ta~an to build a new nat~on'rfr_ica too 'own a large---

--rc- &.~ ------ ~ ~~~ history of similar migrations. .. . our days,as the 
~- ~ 

Eri treans go:i:Eg- to 
'("""" 

Yemen, the Albanians goiJ.!g to Italy, the 
/' 

MacedonianstD-different Balkan nations. 
&-< L"-4/~ 

No doubt t-Rab these groups got ~ conscious~ of their 
/"~r 

particular situation and are ~ accept~ the rules and 

~ gifts of the nation who received them~ut they bring with 
w4~ 

then a true nationality a~ can~ot renounce ~o it. 
~ tJ.~ 
~ is not a superficial phenomenon,i~~ the reality of 

.r-"'~ 

the human being itself as deeply influenced in -h±-s- daily existence 

afy the experience,\mind,\tradition~ _ means of ~xpressing 4 
<tJ:iemsel¥e3" ~l to the indi vidual ~ ~crete human kinship. 

Ethnicity ~ Si,gnif(c~l~ure, customs{design of life,!family 
( C(t:-~h /~ ~rlL,-", r- <A.,~ _$ 

links7'with the group and -' R-H; roots in othe.r countr)j")~-IDo~ 

aoo 111 1 '1: €itr 
C-, 

differentiat~ every small community and tfie- true 
---rL-, 

nations from the neighbors among whom they ar~ dwelling . . JFh-at: is 
;J. -- ~l V'se,'4 

';Nha~ call a cultural pluralism" ~-r--\IntenselYl stresseV ~ 

for our contemporary world context. 

c"Vv-.? . . 
~lmmedlate reaction to this situation~~t Se~ could be 
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an inevitable ethnocentrism and ~ fragmentation of ~ political 

states in a progressive process of mUltiplication of groups in 
/~Z .~ 

which~ defend -HIcix particular interests. Each ORB would be /~-
~~ 

~erHeu in ~original 
;h v"\ 

interpretation of the world and in 

maintaining ~ exclusive point of view.~ 

~--t-h-i-s-i-s--tOE:>---t-h-e-c-o-n-c-l-u-S-1-o -o-n-d-::~ by many observers ~~s 
-= 

impressive wave of 
tI 

distrust ) ~posi ti v e 

changes~and the understandable 
( J! ' i! 

rejection, and ii,.[,Lso~ of =a~ 
attitude of 

impossi~dJ-- tj 
reconciliation. -I _' i _ 

Jv..,~ . ---...A c~if~ L uc: <'I Q. c.-~--.=--<-" .. /.,-",-
But this ~ink,i8 nG.t. reasonabl~.If we 

°d ~~t-'T 0 0 0 dO 0 ~.7 k conS1 er t as =¥ea~ 1n 1 ts consc10us 1menS10n we ~ rna e 

some obvious distinctionS between ~ ethnicity itself and the 
(.1") 

poli tical action that can follow. The ethnici ty ,-tir""-e identi ty.,.-t;he 

culture of a grou~are t~ difficult to bE conceptualizef; but 

rf'-"-( "'-J J.-L--;r Lv~ "~ 
everybody understancr that . are not ideologies ~ak a~r as we 

refe~ to a political party, jan institutionalized movement I an army, 

a sociological movement ,.lor a philosophical conception of the 
I 

citizenship. 

Some~ime 'SRe culture can become a flag to attract the support 
'~ 

of the individuals on behalf of a national cause,(apparentlY 
..)\ 

due, but ~ 

really manipulated b~ a politic~ military party 
-"\,~ 

or 

government.Then it 1S used as a natural force to strit\e against 

other groups or nations.The natural sense of unity and 
• .-...J. ' (J ~ 

responsibility to the members of !Y communi ty is twisted ta::::the 

aggression by the corrupt~d intentions of a powerful elite.ThaR 
-fL--.. w.. "a; 

a spontaneous phenomenon of autodefense is ",-converted;{:o an abstract 
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and inhuman plan of an ideology. 

Ethnici ty is not an ideology rbut 
~ 

a consciousness;~n historical 
~ 7 "-

background which times can involve ideological elements 

together with ~ other ~ utopic content,as clearly exposed Paul 

Ricoeur in his I,deology and Utopia. CuI ture is only the "epiphany" 
.;--

of the ethnic consistence;is a construction of the self and is not 
~ 

cz 
related for itself to ~aggression or to ~ violence.~ ~ way 

~ ~ ~ 
of life .much more intense, 1-- o llect i ve ,Idialogica~ than any ideology. 

~ r I ~ 
O~-LL<J ~ ~ 
From :U:rl-s platform of consciousness we hiiA"e!<=Eo move toward ~ 

c-.t:~~ 
understanding ~ differences ,[hoping we wiM ,find the-poss±b±-3:-i-t-y

v--rvi{ ,~~ 
'Q:f:::s.D.eing- a human dimension which bet us Z; seek fw- a more general 

~.~i--j \ L..;;;{th r J-fc;;~z' 
level of lear nin§' ethnic pluralism'lwe search for a 10 ;r ~ 

sJ:::rct chEng a unity o¥€r the 1?-ltl-±:a-l-ity . In this sense we hope to 

build a bridge among differences not against; but as ~ natural~ 
.) /-:J 

complemen~Q_ver tt»' ethnic diversit~j;!re national ~ a link 

that reltu~on ~ intellectual ,! moral ,jand social ~ 0 reach 
l ( 

a1 higher conv ergence. 
·it ~~ J:- c.~ if 

This is ·the bOillL abeut \~ 
L..r~ 

the present .book is prin~ 
-.:L. 

~.How can ~ important cultural, technical, juridical and 

economic~ elements be ~ convergent~ for different 
. ~-~~ 

ethnic groups and culture~~ithout that ~'si~fti£y forsaking 

their own values or betraytj{6Vjtradition> ";i the- identity.~ 
-----:-~1L, ;j . ___ ---::--:", v-- c.... . ~ / • __ • 

r.[egatlvel -expresset1Jwhat we cal posltlve~ "lnculturatlon". I~ ~ . 
t- V\ ~~~~ 

-=-==::'f'ha-t: -i=s~l:e.& people "be attracted by )t-fi~=v:e-ry human and ;;/ 
------ Cl.---1 { 

~~ciples (at least in some major degree) to the~drift o~ 
4' .___,-vf ~--

assuming them~here-f.e-re--Ge==c-onveyed --t-e a more complex 
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communi ty sharing more general 

challenge~ t::h:e.-technical stress, 

__ ~ ~ /zl.--cz. ',~ 
goods ... ~ ~ historical 

.~ ~e;, /V~ 
or ~~ envirorrmental~~~~~ 

We did not invent ~ ethnic groups ; &imply they are there~and 

t,.~'-'-growing despite all our predictions about a general 
f~~~~ 

culture and ~spreading uniformity.~ ffiefi are strengthening the~~t~ 
t.---~y .------..1 

<:_int jmare--J~ of their identi ty~ protect themselves lithe 
< ~I 

meaning! of their culture; to become more acquainted with their 
y£' ~ ,~ 

human interests,&r-ee.The new reality is that ~ ethnic groups not 
~~. 

only do e~ist but ~ formally declare th~msel ves ,Iare sol j citous 
/.4~ ~ /'V-'-r~ ' . ! 

~ their IT~,and reques~ due ~~ 

We know that .!he groups are r-e~ not more that seme sets of 
- ,{;,p-

persons;B'ut they truly exist 

'" 

J.L 
and, ~ persons, are ~ subjec~ of 

:> 
~ fundamental human rights. Our task ~ consist in understanding 

/'2~ ~~ 
their ~ and their limitations, opposition and continuity, 

" ~~ ~ 
and then mutual cohesion t~ ~ trough ~ "inculturation" ~ ~/ 

~ t[ weaving 1 an unbroken /~re. ~ 
" 
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